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menting other children because he lias not found anything
else so interesting to do.
STUTTERING
It has been estimated that about 1 per cent of the school
population stutters, that it occurs more frequently among
mentally retarded than normal children, and that it is four
or five times as prevalent among boys as among girls. Most
stuttering begins before school age. In Edinburgh it was
found to begin before the age of eight years in 93 per cent
of the cases.15
There is considerable evidence that stuttering is asso-
ciated with cerebral dominance. An analysis of the cases
of 700 stutterers 16 showed 61 per cent to be ambidextrous
as compared with only 5 per cent of the normal population;
57 per cent had a left-eye dominance, which likewise is non-
typical of the normal population.
Curiously enough, stutterers, under controlled conditions,
have been found to be more talkative than non-stuttering
children.17 They used more words in responding to the
ten ink blots of the Rorschach test than children who did
not stutter.
EMOTIONAL    ADJUSTMENT
An undesirable kind of emotional response is the conse-
quence of lack of ability to satisfy basic needs legitimately
or to meet difficulty effectively. The so-called basic needs
have been stated frequently and usually include (1) the
vegetative appetites and drives, namely thirst, hunger, bodily
comfort, rest, sex expression; (2) the desire for activity, both
mental and physical, in accordance with the individual's
capacity; (3) the desire for affection, recognition, security,
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